Those Quarrelsome Bonapartes
"Now ought we not to add that the wife ought not to
see persons of whom her husband disapproves?"
Up aloft, the tortoise-shell comb turned to the death's-
head. "It is a great advantage, is it not," she said,
"personally to make all the laws?"
. But already the unsuspecting husband was deep in
another and more pertinent subject, the causes for di-
vorce.
"You seize on adultery as the one important cause,
when adultery is no phenomenon. In the civil code it has
a portentous sound; in real life it seems to be a gallantry,
the episode of a masked ball. Yet the way you stress it,
one would think it the only cause of marital unhappiness.
And you wholly overlook incompatibility, allowing for
that mere separation.
"Now, nothing is more disastrous than an unhappy
marriage or a discreditable divorce. But mere separation
can be quite as bad, for often both relatives and chil-
dren suffer. And the worst cases of all are where the wife
continues to lead an immoral life while she still bears her
husband's name. Each day he hears people say such and
such things about her, each a fresh outrage.
"Therefore incompatibility, as a cause, has this ad-
vantage: if a woman has been unfaithful during her hus-
band's absence, he can use the plea without publicly dis-
honoring her character." (The tortoise-shell comb was
very still now. "Heavens!" thought the lonely head that
wore it, "why will he hammer these things in?")
"Or again, he may morally know that she has com-
mitted adultery without legal proof. To sum up, I hold
that separation, which is here allowed for incompatibility,
inflicts a worse penalty than divorce without any com-
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